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On April 25th, Rainier Beach High School Juniors, Brittany Morris and Kiara Rice boarded a plane headed for Atlanta, Georgia.  They were on their way to go head-to-head with the top UDL teams from around the country.  


Coached by RB’s Director of Forensics, Makela Steward and Assistant Coach Tim Gage, Morris and Rice brought with them a unique and dynamic style which blended poetry, academic literature, song and audio samples into powerful speeches.


Opening the 1st Affirmative Constructive speech with a except from Jay Z’s Minority Report containing sound bites of news broadcasts of Hurricane Katrina survivors expressing their desperation waiting for the Federal Government’s relief assistance, Morris and Rice affirmed the national topic on increasing the number of people serving in national service programs, by arguing that the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) response to Hurricane 


Katrina highlighted the need to shift power and funding over disaster relief to Citizen 





























� CONTACT _Con-3E009B26567 \c \s \l �Brittany Morris� (left) and Kiara Rice (right) 


Corps. The team went on to describe the way that Hurricane Katrina disproportionately affected residents based on racial and class lines; which in turn meant that passing a policy in response to Katrina would also provide a solid platform for a national dialogue on institutional racism and classism in the United States.  (continued on page 2)














On Saturday, May 12th teams from eight schools faced-off in the last tournament of the year, the Seattle UDL City Championship.  Whitman Middle School, which fielded their first-ever debate team this year, hosted the tournament; which attracted dozens of highly skilled and conscientious middle school and high school youth.  


Students argued myriad cases including policy proposals to repeal the military’s Don’t Ask Don’t Tell policy and to devolve funding and authority over natural disaster relief from FEMA to Citizen Corps.  


Making their first appearance of the year, students from the Hip Hop Debate Program funded by the City of Seattle Neighborhood Matching Fund and ran out of the Langston Hughes Performing Arts Center focused their arguments on the (continued on page 2)
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(From left: Nyles Austin, Washington MS, Cole Austin, NOVA, Malik McPherson, Langston HH DB8)














(continued on page 2)














 Rainier Beach Represents Seattle at udl     


 nationals in Atlanta! 





teams from around the city face-off at the seattle udl city championship





Due to the support from the community, SDF has been able to bring debate programming to 350 youth this year.





CITY OF SEATTLE FUNDS HIP HOP DEBATE 





On April 2nd, teens met at Langston Hughes Cultural Arts Center for their first Hip Hop & Debate class.  The class was made possible by a $14,000 grant to the SDF from the City of Seattle Department of Neighborhoods as well as funding from the Social Justice Fund.  


Since April forty youth have applied their passion and love of Hip Hop to debate.  Meeting for three hours twice a week the youth work with accomplished Hip Hop artists and debate coaches to incorporate song, spoken word and poetry into dynamic speeches for use in weekend tournaments and public debates. 


On May 12th, their success and hard work resulted in winning 1st and 3rd place at the City Championship. 


The program has also attracted the attention of Hip Hop Congress, which is sponsoring two of the youth to present a Hip Hop Debate at the National Conference in July. 


Partnering with Remix Marketing and Communications and Seattle Hip Hop Summit Youth Council (HHSYC), these SDF debaters have been able to meet Hip Hop entrepreneur and Co-Founder of Def Jam Records, Russell Simmons; and have also performed at the Vera Project and at CHAC at the Dead Prez show sponsored by the Think Big Foundation and HHSYC.


Hip Hop and community leaders serve as guest speakers which have included, � CONTACT _Con-3E009B26498 \c \s \l �Moorpheus Magnetik� from dRED.i, Kazi from the Hip Hop Project and Shamako Noble, president of Hip Hop Congress. Students also recorded in a professional studio with Producer & Engineer, Amos Miller, 2o6 Vintage.


The youth are now preparing for their public Hip Hop Debate (continued on page 2) 
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Hip Hop Debate (from pg 1) 


Showcase, a public debate for peace in the streets, as well as a celebration for Fathers on Sun. 6/17 at Langston, 3pm-6:30pm.  You can also catch these young leaders at the Dope Emporium indoor stage at the Georgetown Arts Festival on 6/23 and at Umojafest at Judkins Park August 3-5th.  


The success of the program has also resulted in an additional $15,000 grant from the city to support the creation of a similar program in Seattle’s South-End.  The program will run out of the Multimedia Center on Kenyon and MLK Jr. Blvd. Tues/Thurs, from July 10 through October.  
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We’re on the Web!


See Us & Video at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.seattledebate.org" ��www.seattledebate.org�





The Seattle Debate Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to empowering our youth by providing debate training and opportunities to public school students and teachers.





Business Address:


2442 NW Market Street #472


Seattle, WA 98107


USA





Phone:


(206) 910-7920





Fax:


(206) 770-6366





E-Mail:


info@seattledebate.org
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Atlanta (from page 1)	





City Championship (from page 1)














importance of debating local issues that severely impacted the lives of youth of color and the Hip Hop community, like racial profiling, police brutality, Central-District/South-End/West Seattle violence, educational equity, and institutionalized racism and classism.


The tournament ballots and results are a testament to all of the hard-work and dedication that all of the teams put forth. The sophisticated argumentation and courageous visions for positive change serve as a strong indicator of the critical importance of these young people’s voices in civic discourse and the political arena.    





High School Champions:


1st Team: Genieva Arunga/Angel Mitchell, Langston Hughes


2nd Team: � CONTACT _Con-3E009B26567 \c \s \l �Brittany Morris�/Kiara Rice, Rainier Beach


3rd  Team: Malik McPherson & Aisha Haji, Langston Hughes


1st Speaker: Genieva Arunga, Langston Hughes


2nd Speaker: Brittany Morris, Rainier Beach


3rd Speaker: Angel Mitchell, Langston Hughes


4th Speaker: Kiara Rice, Rainier Beach


5th Speaker: King Lau, Washington 


Middle School Champions:


1st Team: Nicholas Eftimiadas/Joanna Lynch, Washington 


2nd Team: Julian Barrington/Liam Donnelly, Washington


3rd  Team: Ben Lennon/Dominic Rosato, Whitman


1st Speaker: Joanna Lynch, Washington


2nd Speaker: Liam Donnelly, Washington


3rd Speaker: Nicholas Eftimiadas, Washington


4th Speaker: Olivia Sommers, Whitman


5th Speaker: Ben Lennon, Whitman�6th Speaker: Julian Barrington, Washington


 


















































(JB Fuqua: Urban Debaters From Coast-to-Coast)


Reflecting on her trip, Rice said, “There are a lot of good teams everywhere.  Going to the National Tournament was very exciting, a little scary at first, but once you start debating and see that everyone has their own style, it’s fun…and we got better by debating the tough teams.” 


Both Rice and Morris agreed that their favorite round out of the seven-round tournament was their victorious round debating the team from Los Angeles who’s Affirmative case was a rejection of the Resolution of the year, arguing against Federal solutions to local problems and traditional styles of debating. Using critical analysis and Black Feminist Thought, or Intersectionality, Rice and Morris won on a 2-0 decision. 


According to Morris, “it was good experience to go outside Seattle, but still see faces like ours, and hear that we’re not the only ones who want to change something outside the [traditional] structured style of debate.”


Summing up her experience, “I loved it,” said Morris.  “I hope it’s around for a long time so that other kids can experience the same thing I did. I hope that we have the resources and hope that it’s life long.” 


Morris is currently being recruited to debate at the University of Pittsburgh. 


Seattle UDL Prepares for National Conference


July 4-8th a Seattle UDL team will showcase the use of Hip Hop in debate to the country by battling a Baltimore UDL team in a public debate at the 6th Annual Hip Hop Congress National Conference in Athens, Ohio. The conference will attract educators, organizers, and artists around the country who are all working to educate and empower individuals through Hip Hop. 


Hip Hop Congress is sponsoring both UDL’s  to attend.  Hip Hop Congress is a nonprofit that uses hip hop culture to inspire social and civic action and cultural creativity among young people. For more info on Hip Hop Congress visit: hiphopcongress.com. 
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