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“What would occur if debate became as compulsory in inner-city educational culture as football or basketball? Imagine graduating from high school each year millions of underprivileged teenagers with the ability to articulate their own needs, the needs of others, and the ability to offer solutions. I am convinced that someone would be forced to listen.” 

- Professor Edward Lee, Memoir of a Former Urban Debate Participant

The Seattle/Northwest Debate Foundation (SDF) a 501(c)3 social justice organization committed to the critical literacy and empowerment of urban youth through debate education.
Sample Daily Schedule & Benefits of Debate 

Mission and Goals:

We strive to provide all students with the necessary foundation to participate in policy debate while also using Hip Hop and Spoken Word as an alternative mode of presentation. We are committed to nurturing our current and future leaders, providing them with a well-rounded curriculum, and preparing them to successfully compete at tournaments during the 2008-9 school year and learn how to hold public debates in their communities. 

Although the institute enables students to use Hip Hop and Spoken Word to speak to the arguments they will be debating, all students will learn the following essential debate skills:

· Research Proficiency

· Critical Thinking

· Reading Comprehension

· Writing

· Debate Theory

· Logic

· Conflict Resolution

· Leadership

· Public Speaking Skills in any setting

· Practice Debates

Students will all have access to a computer lab on campus as well as the UW Libraries. 

Day One, August 15:

· Interviews with staff for student placement in proper labs based on skill level

· We will have a small scholars lab, no more than 4-6 students who have been doing this kind of debate for at least a year.

· Diagnostic Tests – testing for Hip Hop theory, analysis of Hip Hop lyrics and other literature, Debate Theory (these will also be administered at the end of the institute and the results will be evaluated in collaboration with the UW Department of Education)

· Sample Debates (University of Louisville, Towson, SDF participants)

· Concert – Featuring Hip Hop faculty

Daily Schedule:

Check-in and Attendance, Morning Announcements (9:30am)

Morning Lectures (945am): Two at the same time (40 students will be split up into two groups) (35minute lectures – students do one lecture and then switch over to do the second)

· Topic Lecture (on increasing alternative energy incentives in the United States)

· Hip Hop Lecture

Morning Study Hall (11:15am – 12:15pm): Reading and Writing Time – Students will be split into study groups of 7 and assigned to a study room. They will be using the time to catch up on the readings assigned by class instructors and to work on their rhymes, poetry, etc. We will have a listening room for students to access beats, and examples of socially relevant Hip Hop, particularly whatever we have available featuring the artists at the institute. These sessions will have a study hall monitor. College students and Certified Teachers will serve as study hall and dorm monitors. 

Lunch: 12:15pm – 2:00pm 

Core Classes: 2:10pm – 3pm



3:10pm – 4pm



4:10pm – 5pm

Debate and Argumentation (25 min courses)

· Topic Specific

· Theory


Hip Hop Theory and Criticism (50 minute courses)

· Theory Readings

· History Readings

· Music Analysis


Rhyme and Spoken Word (50 minute courses) 

· Arguing Through Rhyme

· Hip Hop Debate Battles

· Writing Rhymes

· Practice Debates

· Visual Art

Dinner – 5pm – 7pm

7 – 8:15pm: Guest Speakers/Studio/Video Recording/Special Events/Open Study Hall

8:30 – 10pm Movie: Documentaries – shown in the dorms

10:15pm floor check
11:00pm room check 

August 17-29: Debate Tournament Rounds Begin with Round Review and Preparation Sessions with Assigned Labs.

August 29: Community Celebration/Final Round/Award Ceremony (location and time TBA)

Benefits of Debate

   Students Benefit:

· 61% increase in critical thinking skills

· 25% improvements in literacy rates

· 95-99% college matriculation rates among at risk students

· Over 150 colleges and universities actively recruit urban debaters for admission and scholarships

· Urban debaters in most cities have high school graduation rates above 90% (national avg. 72%)

Teachers Benefit:

A school system with roughly 10,000 teachers and a turnover rate of 20% would save approximately $500,000/year by reducing turnover by 1 percentage point. Debate increases teacher retention as they watch students develop critical thinking skills before their eyes. They reconnect to the mission that first attracted them to education.

Colleges & Parents Benefit:

Only 32% of all students leave high school qualified to attend four-year colleges. When urban debate leagues informs parents that debaters receive millions in scholarships just for debating, they see new options for their children. More than 150 colleges offer debate scholarships. Universities use urban debaters to diversify their entering classes with promising students from neighborhoods they cannot access normally.

School Districts Benefit:

Creating positive culture is a key component of building district-wide norms of academic excellence. Reaching just 5% of students with the UDL model has driven schools to add AP courses, upgrade their libraries, and expand their educational objectives for all students. Debate works. It’s why debate was required in every school district for decades.

Communities Benefit:

High school graduates live longer, have better general health and are less likely than high school dropouts to use publicly financed health insurance programs. If the 18-year-olds who failed to graduate had advanced one grade, it would save nearly $2.3 billion in publicly financed medical care, aggregated over a lifetime.

The Nation Benefits:

1.2 million students fail to graduate on time costing the nation more than $312 billion in lost wages, taxes and productivity over their lifetimes. For every city where debate flourishes, their earning potential increases exponentially, saving billions. 

Urban Debate Leagues 


& Critical Literacy:


Critical Thinking


Cultural Awareness


High Quality Research and Scholarship


Organized Thought Processes


Independent Learning 


Understanding All Sides of an Issue


Effective Communication 


Compassion


Conflict Resolution/Problem Solving


Civic Participation


Public Speaking


Leadership Building 


Sustaining Community


Cultural Relevance


Cultivating Urban Intellectuals














