Seattle Debate Institute Staff

Dr. Shanara Reid-Brinkley, Institute Director (returning staff)
: After debating on the 1st Urban Debate League high school teams in Atlanta, Shanara debated for Emory University where she was a quarterfinalist at the Cross-Examination Debate Association National Championship.  Shanara has taught at numerous national debate institutes, including SDI and currently is currently a professor and Director of Debate at University of Pittsburg. 

Dr. Charles (Cap) Peck (Faculty Sponsor of SDI): Founding member of the WSU faculty, and currently Professor of Special Education at the UW where he is the Director of Teacher Education and Co-Director of Teachers for a New Era, a Carnegie Foundation project designed to rethink teacher education. 

Jen Johnson, Executive Director & Campus Liaison:  Jen is the Executive Director of the Seattle Debate Foundation.  Jen has directed several debate institutes and has taught at over 20 debate workshops.  She is a former UC Berkeley debater and former Director of the SF-Bay Area UDL.
Judy Butler, Director of Teacher’s Institute (returning staff )
: Judy is one of the most experienced instructors in the nation, having taught at over 50 debate workshop sessions.  Judy is the founder and former debate coach for Spelman University and has also coached at Emory University, Georgia State University and Woodward Academy.  Judy also is the co-founder of Stanford National Forensic Institute and 16-year instructor there.  For the last few years Judy has worked as an independent contractor for the Federal Public Defender Program as a litigation investigator on State Habeas capitol cases. 

Laura “Piece” Kelley-Jahn, Director of Arts & Culture: Seattle's only HBO Def Jam Poet, Seattle Grand Slam Champion 2004-5, she is an em-cee, educator, activist, co-founder of Aim-for-Piece, member of Seattle Arts Commission, Education Committee, and Executive Director of the Think Big Foundation.
Omaree Johnson, Chief Technology Officer: Co-Founder and President of ThaReason Records, Accomplished Performing/Teaching Artist, Engineer, Community Organizer and Volunteer and Chief Technology Officer for SDI.
DLabrie:  DLabrie has traveled around the world as a recording/performing artist. He is the President of Rondavoux Records and the Northern California Director of Hip Hop Congress. His video VOTE FOR BARAK has received national attention including airtime on CNN. DLabrie also works with the Hip Hop Chess Federation, SAVOY (Stop All Violence on Youth) and numerous other youth and community empowerment organizations. 

Asun Nicholas, a.k.a. Suntonio Bandanaz: OtherGounds Records, Performance/Teaching Artist for numerous organizations including H2ed, Cofounder of Project Mayhem (Seattle), member of Alpha P and 206 Zulu

Toni Hill (returning staff): Soul, Hip Hop, Jazz performing and teaching artist. Her projects include: Sirens Echo, Hungry mob, Oldominion, The Chosen, The Lab, Black Notes, Liv & The Warfield Project, Randy Star & The Flirt Band and many more.
Jael Myrick (returning staff): Jael is a Bay Area Urban Debate League graduate where he earned national recognition debating for John F. Kennedy High School. Jael is returning for his fourth year instructing at SDI.  Jael is the founder, CEO and Chief Executive Officer of STRONG: Standing to Represent our Next Generation in the Bay Area. 

Makela Steward, Certified Instructor, Rainier Beach High School: Ms. Steward graduated from Rainier Beach High School and is now coaching for her Alma Mater after leaving her teaching position for New Orleans Public Schools after Hurricane Katrina.  Ms. Steward is certified in Language Arts, History and also teaches Drama, Choir, and African Drumming. 

Joseph Swarner, Certified Instructor, Garfield High School: Mr. Swarner was a high school debater himself and now coaches for Garfield High School. He is also certified Social Studies instructor at GHS.

� Shanara will trade off with Judy instructing SPS teachers.


� Judy will also be instructing SPS teachers during morning workshops.





