What is debate?

Competitive policy debate involves two teams of two students who research arguments on a topic and debate in front of a judge at weekend tournaments where the top teams and speakers win awards.  The 2006-7 national high school debate topic is: Resolved: The United States federal government should establish a policy substantially increasing the number of persons serving in one or more of the following national service programs: AmeriCorps, Citizen Corps, Senior Corps, Peace Corps, Learn and Serve America, Armed Forces. 
why debate?

Debate is fun!  Debate teaches critical thinking, research, and public speaking skills.  Studies show that debate increases student academic achievement, reading proficiency, and self-esteem, and helps students get into college. 

what is the SDF?

The Seattle Debate Foundation (SDF) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization founded in 1998 to rejuvenate debate in the Seattle area.  SDF programs are funded by foundation and private donations, including a grant from the Open Society Institute.

what is the Seattle UDL?

The SUDL is a partnership between the Seattle Debate Foundation, the Alliance for Education, and the Seattle School District.  Since 2000, 17 schools have participated in workshops, weekend tournaments and a championship. 
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“Standing up there, the faces looking at me, the things in my head coming out of my mouth, while my brain searched for the next best thing to follow what I was saying, and if I could sway them to my side by handling it right, then I had won the debate – once my feet got wet I was gone on debating."      



                       - Malcolm X, 1964
. 
University of Washington

Seattle, WA

Aug. 13-27, 2006

student institute

Seattle Debate Institute (SDI) philosophy is that debate is fun, and debate institute should be fun, too.  The debate institute is not like a traditional school.  We feature small learning communities with a student to staff ratio of eight to one.  Students learn how to debate by debating, not just listening to lectures. 
SDI features hands-on activities and practice debates on the 2006-7 national high school debate topic.  Students learn how to construct and win an argument, research, and communicate effectively.  Instructors for the institute are experienced college debaters and coaches from around the United States.  Instructor highlights:
Judy Butler is one of the most experienced instructors in the nation, having taught at over 50 debate workshop sessions.  Judy is the founder and former debate coach for Spelman University and has also coached at Emory University, Georgia State University and Woodward Academy.
Shanara Reid after debating on the 1st Urban Debate League high school teams in Atlanta, Shanara debated for Emory University where she was a quarterfinalist at the Cross-Examination Debate Association National Championship.  Shanara has taught at numerous national debate institutes, including SDI and currently is working on her Ph.D. at the University of Georgia. 
Jael Myrick is a Bay Area Urban Debate League graduate where he earned national recognition debating for John F. Kennedy High School. Jael is returning for his third year instructing at SDI. 
Institute details

Location

The institute will be held at the University of Washington.  Residents will stay in University dormitories. 
Transportation

Tuition includes Metro bus passes for commuters. 
Food

Students eat lunch & Dinner on campus.  Students can eat at the HUB or the dormitory.  Tuition includes meals.  Breakfast is included for residents. 
Institute Director 

Jen Johnson is the Executive Director of the Seattle Debate Foundation.  Jen has taught at over 20 debate workshops, is a former UC Berkeley debater and former Director of the SF-Bay Area UDL.
institute schedule

The institute runs from 9:00am until 9pm each day.  Substantial time for meals and recreation is built into the schedule. 
Students will work in groups learning debate skills, theory and research skills, and will participate in numerous practice rounds.  At the end of the institute, students will participate in a tournament culminating in an exhibition debate for the community and concluding with an awards ceremony. 
.
teacher institute 

The camp is FREE for SPS teachers. Teachers are welcome to attend the institute classes to observe debate instruction.  Additional training will be provided upon request for the following: 

· Integrating debate into your curriculum

· Managing a debate team

· Coaching novice and varsity debaters. 
· Invitational tournaments, traveling and competing on a national level. 

Please contact Jen Johnson @ jen.johnson@seattledebate.org if you are interested in any of the above seminars.

.

how to apply / More Info
Request an application or more information by calling Jen Johnson at (206) 910-7920; or by emailing: jen.johnson@seattledebate.org.

Applications are due by May 1st, 2006.  Space is limited and admission will be on a first-come-first serve basis. 
Fees
At least 20 Seattle Public Schools GEAR UP students will receive full-ride scholarships to attend the institute for FREE!!!  Apply ASAP.
Commuters*: $500                                             Residents*: $1,300 
*Partial need-based scholarships are available for Seattle Public Schools students.  Contact institute Director ASAP for more information. 
Fees for residential students include room, board, and tuition.  Commuter fees include tuition, lunch and dinner. 






For more information, visit www.seattledebate.org
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